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DR. RICHARD WILKES OF WILLENHALL, STAFFS. 
AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COUNTRY DOCTOR 

NORMAN W. TILDESLEY 

ON THE SOUTH side of the main road from Wolverhampton to Walsall and about two 
hundred and fifty yards to the west of St. Giles Church at Willenhall stood, until recent 
times, a mansion house where for some three hundred years lived the senior branch of the 
Wilkes family. We are told that they came out of Hertfordshire to settle here in the reign 
of Edward IV and during their long sojourn in Willenhall they played an important part 
in the affairs of the town and district. Some members rose to considerable eminence in 
their professions. William Wilkes who flourished in the reign of Henry VIII became a 
prominent lawyer, being a protonotary of the Court of Common Pleas1, and although most 
of the senior male members played a prominent part in local affairs and the work of the 
Church it was Richard Wilkes, the last of his line, who achieved the most success and added 
lustre to the name of this ancient family. 

Physician, antiquary and gentleman he was born 16 March 1690 being the elder son of 
Richard and Lucretia Wilkes. The christian name, Richard, had been borne by senior 
members of the family for a number of generations and this, coupled with the not uncommon 
surname of Wilkes, makes it difficult to disentangle the history and genealogy of this 
important family. Richard's early education took place at Trentham and from there, in 
due course, he went to St. John's College Cambridge where he read for the Church. One 
of his tutors was Dr. Nicholas Saunderson a don famous in the eighteenth century for his 
mathematical lectures. Wilkes's contact with him continued long after his departure from 
Cambridge and in his diary on 16 April 1739 Wilkes records Saunderson's death. 

About the middle of the month at Cambridge died Dr. Nicholas Saunderson, the 
most wonderful man in the world. He lost his sight when not more than two years 
old, but by a surprising genius and memory, became one of the best mathematicians 
of the age, being there made professor. When young he took pleasure in going to 
all public meetings for diversion; he loved music so as to play well upon the flute and 
he was a good classic scholar. He was born in Yorkshire, his father being an excise 
man, and was brought by a neighbouring gentleman, who had been his schoolfellow, 
to Christ's College. Here he was soon taken notice of, maintained himself by 
reading lectures in mathematics and natural philosophy as improved by Sir Isaac 
Newton and, when Mr. Whiston was expelled, succeeded him in the professorship. 
He married and left two daughters as I am informed2. 

Richard Wilkes was admitted to St. John's College in 1710 at the age of 19, graduated 
B.A. in January 1715 and proceeded to the degree of M.A. In 1716 he was appointed a 
Fellow of his college and in 1718 became Linacre Lecturer. About this time he was 
ordained deacon with a title to the parish of Stowe by Chartley in Staffordshire but he never 

1 S. Shaw, History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, ii, 1801, pp. 147-9, portrait (pi. XXII), and pedigree. 
In addition to Shaw, biographical details of Wilkes are in Diet. Nat. Biog: R. Simms, Bibliotheca 
Staffordiensis, 1894: F. W. Hackwood, Annals of Willenhall, 1908, pp. 82-9. 

2 Wilkes diary, 1739-1754. Copy in possession of the author, made by permission of the owner, Col. W. H. 
Unett, of Old Malton, Yorks. 
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2 DR. RICHARD WILKES, AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COUNTRY DOCTOR 

proceeded to priest's orders and soon returned to Willenhall to assist his father in the 
management of the family estate. It was usual in the eighteenth century for schoolmasters 
to remain in deacon's orders but, apart from this, there is no other evidence that Wilkes ever 
entertained the idea of entering the teaching profession. We are told by Shaw that he 
became dissatisfied with the Established Church and for that reason decided to leave it. 
We know, however, from his diary that he was forthright in his condemnation of the hierarchy 
and spoke out often against the corruption which existed in high places. He is particularly 
scathing in his remarks about Dr. Richard Smalbrooke, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, 
whom he knew quite well and of whom he writes on 22 January 1749: 

The Rev. Dr. R. Smalbrooke, Bishop of this Diocese, died suddenly in London. 
He was very thin, gouty, covetous and of a fretful temper, using the inferior clergy 
in a tyrannical manner, so that few of them loved him. As he filled this church 
many years (near 19) most of the preferments belonging to it became vacant in his 
time, which he gave, as he ought, to his sons and sons-in-law; for he followed the 
saying of St. Paul very closely, that he is worse than an infidel who does not provide 
for his own family when he has it in his power3. 

Wilkes had a close knowledge of the Bishop and correspondence between them still survives 
in the William Salt Library, Stafford; indeed it was through the Bishop's introduction that 
Wilkes became acquainted with a fellow antiquary Rev. Thomas Loxdale of Leek. 

Very soon after his return to Willenhall in the 1720's, Dr. Wilkes started to keep a diary 
in which he recorded anything he found of interest. The earliest volume which ended in 
1738 has long ago disappeared, although we know from references to it in Volume 2 that it 
existed. Volume 2 covers the years 1739-1754 and a copy is now in the author's possession. 
Unfortunately, towards the end of the volume Wilkes had a very severe illness and the diary 
was neglected, but on his recovery he commenced another volume. This too has now 
disappeared but fortunately Stebbing Shaw saw it and made notes from it. 

Having returned to Willenhall, Wilkes soon became absorbed in local affairs. In those 
days the church was the centre of village life around which the activities of the whole 
community revolved and, as one of the leading families, the Wilkeses played their full part 
in parochial matters. During the doctor's childhood the Willenhall curacy was held by an 
old clergyman, John Carter, a native of Brewood who was licenced to the living in 1674. 
During the latter part of his life he lived with the Wilkes family many of whom he had, in 
his long ministry, baptized and to whom he was parish priest, chaplain and personal friend. 
After his death in the winter of 1720, Richard Wilkes I was prominent in securing the 
appointment of his successor Rev. Edward Holbrook a Wolverhampton man who had been 
usher at Lichfield Grammar School during Dr. Samuel Johnson's time there and whom that 
great man described as 'a peevish ill-tempered man' but, of course, this image may have been 
conjured up by the recollections of one who as a small boy had not always been as obedient 
and diligent as he ought. 

We see the hand of Wilkes in the next appointment at Willenhall and indeed Rev. Benjamin 
Fieldhouse, Vicar of Penn, comments on the influence the doctor used to get his nominee, 
Rev. Titus Neve, appointed to the vacant living in 17454. Wilkes probably knew Neve very 
well before his appointment for the latter had married as his first wife a granddaughter of 

»Ibid. 
4 Court of King's Bench (Crown Side), Affidavits, Rex v Marquis of Stafford and Thomas Giffard. K.B. 

1/26. Michaelmas 30 Geo. Ill (1789), Public Record Office, London. 
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DR. RICHARD WILKES, AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COUNTRY DOCTOR 3 

Thomas Moseley of Moseley in the parish of Bushbury, a family with whom the Wilkeses 
were on friendly terms. Later on Wilkes became executor of the will of Eleanor Moseley 
who bequeathed to her niece a very welcome legacy for at that time the Neves were in poor 
circumstances, the Willenhall living being a meagre one. When things became difficult 
Wilkes allowed the parson to anticipate the payments of the annuity, all these transactions 
being duly recorded in the doctor's ledger5. 

As we have before observed Wilkes's interest in church affairs was extensive for, besides 
being a trustee of the Chapel of Ease Estate from whence the Willenhall incumbent derived 
his stipend, he was also chapelwarden from 1748 until his death in 1760, an office which his 
forebears had held before him. It was at this time that he became involved in a dispute with 
the church authorities at Wolverhampton which culminated ultimately in the complete 
freedom of the chapelries of Willenhall and Bilston from the control of the Collegiate 
Church. The trouble started earlier in the century when the people of Willenhall and Bilston 
petitioned the Dean and Chapter of Wolverhampton to consecrate their chapels and chapel-
yards for the burial of the dead as the inhabitants of the two villages found the journey to 
Wolverhampton for the purposes of interments both inconvenient and expensive. After 
a protracted delay this concession was finally granted in 1727 but then only on condition that 
double fees were paid, the incumbent of Willenhall to have one and the authorities at 
Wolverhampton the other. 

The consent of the people of Willenhall and Bilston was grudgingly given and, as time 
went by, their sense of injustice was further aggravated by a continual rise in the amount of 
rate Wolverhampton levied upon them for the Collegiate Church. Whilst the amount of 
lewn or rate was fixed at £4, the number of levies per annum continued to increase until by 
1750 the sum demanded from Willenhall amounted to £56 which the chapelwardens were 
responsible for collecting. Bilston was the first chapelry to resist and, for refusing to pay 
the full amount demanded, the chapelwardens were indicted to appear before the Wolver
hampton Consistory Court. The church officers at Willenhall at first refused to join in 
the struggle but as the situation got worse they were ultimately forced to take some action. 
Matters came to a head when the chapelwardens received a demand for £32. Refusing to 
pay this, Wilkes and his co-warden Samuel Hawkesford sent the sum of £8 in the fond hope 
that the Wolverhampton churchwardens would accept and refrain from demanding more. 
But the officers of the Collegiate Church had by this time become thoroughly alarmed for 
they could see that if the situation remained as it was, they would be faced with a very great 
drop in their revenues if all the chapelries followed Willenhall's lead; so to protect themselves 
and to get their money they commenced a suit in the Wolverhampton Consistory Court 
where as both judge and jury they knew they could rely on a favourable verdict6. The 
Willenhall chapelwardens both men of substance were, however, not to be intimidated and 
immediately countered by filing a suit in the Chancery Court against the Wolverhampton 
churchwardens7. 

The case in both courts dragged on and in the meanwhile the officers in the various 
chapelries within the Peculiar withheld their lewns with unfortunate results for the finances 
of the Collegiate Church. During this period we find the Wolverhampton churchwardens 

5 Hand, Morgan Collection, W.S.L. 
• Wolverhampton Consistory Court papers, Lichfield Diocesan Registry. (Not yet calendared.) 
' Chancery Proceedings, CI 2/2329/67. Public Record Office (P.R.O.), London. 

Decrees and Orders, C33/400, pp. 263 & 268. P.R.O. 
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4 DR. RICHARD WILKES, AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COUNTRY DOCTOR 

at each Visitation presenting the wardens of the defaulting chapelries to the registrar for 
their failure to meet their demands and bewailing the fact that as a result of the fall in 
revenue the church was rapidly falling to pieces for lack of funds. Just as things seemed 
to be moving in favour of the Wolverhampton churchwardens one of them, John Brevitt, 
fell ill and died and the whole case in the Consistory Court had to be commenced all over 
again. At this stage Lord Stamford the patron of the new church of St. John in Wolver
hampton intervened and offered to act as mediator between the parties with the result that 
by his efforts agreement was reached and both sides withdrew their suits. The ultimate 
outcome of the dispute was victory for the chapelries which ended ultimately in their 
complete freedom. The mother church still insisted at this stage, however, in demanding 
the right to be the sole place where marriages could be solemnized and this right remained 
for nearly another century. 

Wilkes's activities in church affairs continued to grow and largely through his efforts the 
chapel of St. Giles, Willenhall was completely rebuilt. In the application for the faculty 
for this purpose he states that it is: 

through length of time so much decayed and dilapidated that it cannot be repaired 
or amended but must be entirely taken down and rebuilt - and is not now large 
enough to accommodate the inhabitants owing to the great increase in the popula
tion8. 

Neve the curate records in the register on 10 April 1748: 
Then was it ye last sermon was preached in ye old chapel before taken down and 
rebuilt. The text was out of 2 Timothy 3c 16v. 

A month later Wilkes writes in his diary on 6 May 1748: 
This day I set out the Foundations of a new Church in this Town of Willenhall; for 
the old one being half Timber, the Sills, Pillars, etc. were so decayed that the 
Inhabitants when they met together were in great Danger of being killed. It 
appeared to me that the old church must have been rebuilt, at least the middle Isle 
of it, and that the first Fabrick was greatly ornamented, and must have been the gift 
of some rich man or a number of such, the Town then being but thin of Inhabitants 
and before ye Iron Manufacture was begun here, they could not have been able to 
erect such a Fabric but no date or hint relating to it was to be found, nor is anything 
about it come to us by tradition. 

About the time when the church at Willenhall was being rebuilt, work was commenced 
on the new church at Wednesfield and here again Wilkes played an important part in its 
erection acting as unofficial clerk of works supervising the building and paying the various 
accounts. As one of the local gentry he had been chosen by Parliament as a trustee and with 
his intense interest in church affairs it is only natural that he should have taken a close interest 
in the work. On 12 May 1747 he writes in his diary: 

This day being Tuesday I met ten more of the Trustees appointed by an Act of 
Parliament for building a chappel at Wednesfield, at the home of Mr. John Wood on 
the north side of the Green, and with my own hands assisted in setting out the ground 
for the Chappel and Chappelyard Wall to stand on. May this work prove to the 
Glory of God and the comfort and Happiness of the Inhabitants. 

The erection of the new church made slow progress in spite of Wilkes's supervision and 
personal interest and it was over three years before it was sufficiently complete to be 
consecrated. In fact Wilkes and some of his fellow trustees began to get very worried as 

8 Wolverhampton Consistory Court papers, Lichfield Diocesan Registry. (Not yet calendared.) 
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DR. RICHARD WILKES, AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COUNTRY DOCTOR 5 

a substantial gift from the estate of Richard Gough was contingent upon the chapel being 
completed and consecrated before October 1750. He expressed his concern to John Fletcher 
the registrar in the following letter written from Willenhall on 27 July 1750: 

Dear Sir, 
There is a necessity for having the chappel of Wednesfield consecrated this year. 

The Rev. Mr Thomas Gough has been with the Bishop who he sayes will do it when 
he goes to Birmingham and will leave all to a Proctor's discretion. Mrs Gough 
makes choice of you, and if you'll let me know wt. is to be done and when his 
Lordship will come I'll take care that by her Order things shall be had according to 
your direction 

Your most obed. hble. servt., 
R. Wilkes9 

In spite of inconvenience to the registrar the consecration was fixed for the 28 August 
1750 and, although such things as the pews and the building of the churchyard wall would 
not be completed, Wilkes so ordered the arrangements that the ceremony could take place 
on the day fixed. The Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry arrived in the district on the 
afternoon of the 27 August and stayed the night with Mr. Vernon, one of the trustees, at 
Hilton Park. During the evening he expressed a wish to peruse the consecration deed but 
when he learned that it had not arrived from Lichfield became very annoyed and threatened 
to postpone the ceremony. Fortunately, Wilkes was also at Hilton and in great haste and 
alarm wrote an urgent letter to the registrar which he immediately despatched by post-boy 
to Lichfield: 

Hilton. 27 Aug. Ev. 9 
Dear Sir, 

The Bishop is here and very angry that he had not the Deeds to peruse tonight; 
and sayes that unless you send your Clarke wth them to this place by eight o'clock in 
the morning, tho' he is very willing to consecrate the chappel, it will be impossible 
for him to do it; since he is determined to be at Birmingham tomorrow night; wch. he 
cannot be unless he sets out by 3 o'clock at the farthest. I must then insist upon it 
that Mr Buckeridge and he [i.e. the clerk] are both here by that time, otherwise you 
know the Damage will be irrepairable and you'll disoblige both his Ldp. and all the 
Goughs. 

Your most obedt. etc., 
R. Wilkes1 0. 

This letter seems to have had the desired effect for the consecration took place the next 
day and the new church came into use. 

As a true son of the Church of England Wilkes, whilst frowning upon the spiritual laxity 
of that body, had very strong views on all those people who broke away and supported the 
new wave of dissent which was sweeping the country at that time and to all such he showed 
an intolerant hostility. Of George Whitfield the Methodist preacher he had this to say: 

At this time one, Mr George Whitfield, educated at Oxford and ordained by one of 
our bishops, made a great noise in this part of the world. He rambled to Georgia 
and has printed an account of his voyage in a very odd manner. Since his return 
he has been in several parts of England preaching to great numbers of mean persons, 
who are always fond of novelties. He talks enthusiastically of a new Birth in Christ; 

9 Ibid. 
1 0 Ibid. 
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10 DR. RICHARD WILKES, AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COUNTRY DOCTOR 

And full of the Creator's praise; 
Who laugh'd at priestcraft, pride and strife, 
And all the little tricks of life. 
He lov'd his king, his country more, 
And dreadful party-rage forebore: 
He told nobility the truth, 
And wink'd at hasty slips of youth. 
The honest poor man's steady friend, 
The villain's scourge in hopes to mend. 
His father, mother, children, wife, 
His riches, honours, length of life, 
Concern not thee. Observe what's here. 
He rests in hope and not in fear.15 

Dr. Wilkes was the last of his line and by his will left his estate to his wife for her lifetime 
and after her death and the payment of certain legacies he left the residue to his cousin 
Rev. Thomas Unett of Stafford the grandson of his aunt Ann who had married George Unett 
the Wolverhampton bookseller. After her husband's death Mrs. Wilkes prepared to sell 
up at Willenhall and go to stay with her sister in London from whence she eventually went 
to Froxfield in Hampshire where she died in 1798. In clearing up his effects many of the 
doctor's papers were destroyed and who can tell at this distance of time what valuable records 
perished in the flames. About this time friction arose between Mrs. Wilkes and Rev. 
Thomas Unett over the interpretation of the doctor's will and this eventually led to a lawsuit 
in the Court of Chancery which ended generally in favour of the widow16. The residue of 
Wilkes's papers were in due course handed over to Unett but he was not interested in things 
historical and in 1768 he sold the bulk of these papers to Rev. Thomas Feilde for £200. 
We do not know what quantity of material passed for this sum but the amount of money 
involved suggests that it must have been considerable. Feilde, who at this time was Vicar 
of Brewood and Headmaster of Brewood School, was busy writing his history of Stafford
shire but the task proved so great that in a very short while he abandoned his efforts and 
departed for America where he died. Feilde amassed a great deal of manuscript material 
which he left in store in this country and nothing was heard of it for many years until Rev. 
Stebbing Shaw commenced work on his monumental History and Antiquities of Staffordshire. 

Realizing the importance of Wilkes's and Feilde's collections he advertised in 1790 in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for news of their whereabouts and by good fortune located them 
and was allowed to purchase them. Further, the sons of Rev. Thomas Unett forgave the 
amount still outstanding on the original purchase price and also allowed Stebbing Shaw to 
take notes from any of Wilkes's books and papers still in their possession. From this wealth 
of material Shaw commenced to build his famous History but by the time that the first part 
of the second volume had been published he had become incurably insane and shortly 
afterwards he died. In 1810, Shaw's collection, including what remained of the Wilkes 
manuscripts, was offered for sale by auction and much of it was purchased by William 
Hamper a Birmingham business man and collector. In 1831, following Hamper's death, 
the collection was offered for sale by Webb a Birmingham solicitor for f350 but at first there 
were no buyers. Eventually William Salt a Stafford banker and Pipe-Wolferstan of Statfold 
bought the collection jointly. Salt's purchase forms part of the original collection in The 
William Salt Library, Stafford and in recent years the Pipe-Wolferstan material has been 
added to it thus reuniting the papers which Feilde collected. 

" Shaw's Staffs., ii, p. 148. 
" Chancery Proceedings, Unett v Wilkes, C12/1839/23. P.R.O. 
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SOME EARLY CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS 
OF LICHFIELD ST. MICHAEL'S 

MARJORIE ANDERSON 

THE EARLY CHURCHWARDENS' accounts of Lichfield St. Michael's appear to have 
had a rather chequered history. One group dating from the mid-sixteenth century to the 
mid-eighteenth century is quoted extensively in Harwood's History of Lichfield (1806) but 
the originals have disappeared. Six accounts for the second half of the seventeenth century 
and one for the early eighteenth century, none of which is quoted by Harwood, remain at 
the parish church. A third group, together with levy books, copy depositions in an 
Exchequer cause, copy orders of the Vestry and other documents relative to St. Michael's, 
are among the Diocesan Records in the custody of Lichfield Joint Record Office. These 
accounts date from 1555 (for 1554-55) to 1732, spanning the same two centuries as the 
Harwood group, to which they are complementary. No item is from the Harwood group. 
The earliest account is dated by internal evidence. 

It is this third group of documents which is now under consideration. The last (draft) 
order of the Vestry (5 Nov. 1786) found with them is for the institution of proceedings 
against the out-hamlets for non-payment of church rates and an endorsement on another 
paper quotes counsel's opinion regarding the origins of the rates, referring to the first such 
levy 'about 1683'. The 1683 account is in the group. This and other evidence suggests that 
the accounts and levy books were produced as exhibits in an ecclesiastical court, almost 
certainly that of the Dean, and never returned to the parish. They may have been exhibited 
in more than one dispute. Proceedings by the churchwardens against parishioners for 
non-payment of rates are recorded in certain Dean's Court Act Books, which are in the 
Diocesan Muniment Room, at various dates in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and 
a thorough search may reveal further evidence. As Harwood quotes none of the accounts 
in question and they contain many items of equal interest to those he selects, it appears that 
they were already removed from St. Michael's parish records before he compiled his History. 

There are twenty-four accounts, all except one on parchment, of varying sizes and shapes, 
some of more than one membrane. The odd man out is a second copy, slightly variant, of 
the 1716 account (for 1715-16). The year runs from Purification to Purification (i.e. 
Candlemas, but the term is not used in dating these accounts), at the end of which period the 
account was normally made up. Some documents cover more than one year. The layout 
is a simple division into Receipts and Disbursements. 

The parish had three main sources of revenue, rents, profits from the ley of the churchyard 
and the levy or church rate. 

Rents are first referred to in the account for 1585-86: 

Item receaved of Jhon Ilbecke for his yeares rent . . . . xvij s 
Item of Adam Holiehead for his yeares Rente . . . . v s 
Item of Frauncis Adams for his yeares rent . . . . . v s 
Item of Widowe Christoferson for her yeares rent . . . . vij s 
Item of Mr. Biddull for his yeares rent . . . . . . xxv s 
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12 SOME EARLY CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS 

The tenants change but the income from rents remains the same for the rest of the sixteenth 
century. In 1660 there is an overall increase of six shillings and by the end of the century 
five rents produce £6 10s. 6d. The 1732 account, the latest in this group, shows: 

Receiv'd of James Marklew for rent . . . . . . . 0 12 0 
6 
0 
0 
0 

Receiv'd of Widow Cooper for rent . . . . . . . 0 7 
Receiv'd for Mr. Deakins house and Croft 4 0 
Receiv'd of Mr. Buckridge for rent . . . . . . . 0 7 
Receiv'd of John Lamb for rent . . . . . . . 117 

a total of £7 3s. 6d. 
In an indenture of the Corporation of Lichfield of 24 Oct. 1553 (quoted in Harwood) it 

was ordered that the churchwardens of St. Michael's should have the leying, setting and 
letting of the churchyard and make account of the rents and the profits of the herbage thereof 
to the Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commoners. In confirmation of this the accounts for 1558-59, 
1585-86, 1596-97 and 1598-99 are headed by a statement that they were made before the 
Bailiffs. This ley was an important source of revenue although its value declined in the 
eighteenth century. In the 1732 account are recorded sums of 14j. 9d. for Michaelmas Lay 
1731, 13J. 4d. for All Saints Lay and 12s. 6d. for Lady Day Lay 1732. This shows very 
little change from 1660-61, when first and second leys totalled £2 3s. 3d., winter grass 
13.s. Ad., in spite of the lapse of time and changing value of money. 

Earlier entries are more detailed and are not concerned with grass only: 
[1554-55] 

for ij dedd ashys . . . . . . . . xxd 
Item for the croppes of the asshys . . . . . . . xxj s iiij d 
Item Reyceyvid for xiij kye of the furst Gras in the churche yarde . xix s vj d 
Item Rec' for xix kye and a hayffe [heifer] at the second Gras . . xix .y vj d 
Item of mr feknam for the iij Gras . . . . . . . viij s 

1558-59 
Item receved for leyinge of beasse over nyght in the Churche yerde . v s 

These were probably cattle on their way to market. 
1585-86 

Item for the first grasse in the Churchyarde . . . . . xxx s 
Item for the second grasse there . . . . . . . xvij s 
Item for the wynter grasse there . . . . . . . iij s vj d 
Item reed of Alyc Carter for a wyndfall ashe . . . . . xviij d 
Item rec' for fower ashes more . . . . . . . iiij s 

1598-99 
Item for kyddes and a stycke of ewe . . . . . . xiiij s 
Item for old ashes . . . . . . . . . . xiiij s 

One hopes the cattle were not pastured within reach of the yew. Kids are bundles of brush
wood used in road repair. 

St. Michael's churchyard still has many trees. These used to be grown less for effect than 
for practical purposes as a source of income, for firewood and timber. This is underlined 
by such entries as the payments in 1598-99 (as well as the receipts already quoted): 

. . . for xlvj younge Ashes sett in the Churchyarde . . . . iiij s iij d 

. . . to Humfry Wetton for more Ashes . . . . . . x d 

. . . to Streete for helping to sett them . . . . . . vj d 

. . . to Griffin and Streete for cropping thashes . . . . . iiij s 
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SOME EARLY CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS 19 

1725 
Pd John Spencer our proporcionable part towards keeping prisoners in 
Lichfield Goal viz1. John Russell alias Jefferys the Horse Stealer . . 0 1 3 6 

Marshall (sic) money was paid to the sheriff: 7s. lOd. in 1720-21, 6s. %d. in 1725-26, Is. Sd. 
in 1730. Presumably these were payments in respect of the militia. 

Rents were due for church lands. 
1585-86 

. . . to Mr. Bailiff Burnes and Mr. Ampe of the rents of St. Michaelis 
aforesaid . . . . . . . . . . . xl s 

Mr. Burnes was senior bailiff of the city of Lichfield in 1584. 
1585-86 

. . . to Mr. Eyre Bailiff to the Earle of Essex for rent of the Churche 
Landes .5s 

This rent was assigned to Essex by the Queen. 
1677-78 

. . . the Kings Rent att the Audit att Stafford - . . . . 0 2 6 

In 1709-10 the Queen's Rent was 3s. Ad. In 1719-20 it is described as the King's Tax for 
the churchyard and is reduced to 2s. lOd. 

Visitation and Court fees and expenses incurred in attendance there had to be paid. 
Accounts had to be written and passed, presentments and other documents written. In 
the 1598-99 account As. 6d. was paid for parchment to make a new Register book and for 
the binding and 13s. Ad. for writing up the old Register book into it 'according to Mr. Deane 
his Comaundment' as ordered by a provincial constitution of Canterbury of 1597 which 
was approved by the Queen in 1598. The 1709-10 account includes expenses in a lawsuit, 
concerning church rates, against John Hutchens of Haselour. Several entries in the 1678-79 
account relate to a suit in the Dean's Court and at Common Law against one William 
Crannage. There are references to his accounts and to money he received wrongfully from 
parishioners and converted to his own use. It is not clear whether this was corruption or 
incompetence. Entries of a more pleasant character refer to ale for workmen, bread and ale 
at a meeting to pass the accounts, meat and drink for parishioners and sidesmen at the levy 
meeting. 

There are also a few miscellaneous items of more general interest. 
1596-97 

. . . for a prayer when the Earle of Essex was at Cales . . . 1 d 
This was slightly misdirected as, although the Earl was waiting with a relief force, Calais 
fell before he was allowed to proceed and the force was employed in sacking Cadiz instead. 
1709-10 

Paid the Apparitor for a form of prayer to be continued this war . 0 1 0 
This was when Marlborough was in action against France and Spain. 
1678-79 

Pd for a Register and Act for burying in Wollen . . . . 0 3 0 
Under Acts of 1666 and 1678 affidavits had to be sworn before the minister. 
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20 SOME EARLY CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS 

There is evidence of muddle, as in the clearing up in 1728 at the end of Theophilus Levett's 
long term of office. There was some neglect, as when the churchwardens were called before 
the Dean at the end of the sixteenth century and possibly some dishonesty, as in the case of 
William Crannage (but he does not appear to have been a churchwarden). But the overall 
impression is of a difficult duty conscientiously carried out. A fraction only of the contents 
has been referred to here: many more points of interest and value remain. Some, such as 
the bare fact that the physician Sir John Floyer was a warden in 1683-84, are tantalising in 
their brevity. The group dovetails with the accounts still at St. Michael's and with those 
quoted by Harwood. Is it too much to hope that these last may yet come to light and the 
three groups be reunited in one magnificent series? 

CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS FOR ST. MICHAEL'S, LICHFIELD 
IN LICHFIELD JOINT RECORD OFFICE 

Reference: B/C/5 Cause Papers - exhibits [24 items] 

[1554-55] 
1558-59 
1585-86 
1596-97 
1598-99 
1660[-61] 
1677[-78] 
1678-79 
1683[-84] 

1709-10 
1715-16 [2 versions] 
1716-17 
1719-20 
1721 [-22] 
1722-23 

1725-26 
1726-27 
1730 

1723-24 and 1724-25 

1684 and 1685[-86] 
1690[-91] 1730-31 

1731-32 
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FOOD, FORESTERS, FINES and FELONS 
A History of Cannock Forest (1086-1300) 

J. GOULD, F.S.A. 

CANNOCK FOREST WAS created by an arbitrary act of William I. Earlier, Saxon kings 
had their hunting grounds and foresters about which people grumbled; but a Royal Forest, 
subject to special forest laws in addition to the ordinary laws of the realm, was an innovation 
brought from the Continent. What the English thought of this is probably best epitomized 
in the well-known lines of the Chronicle concerning the Conqueror: 

He set apart a vast deer preserve and imposed laws 
concerning it. 

Whoever slew a hart or a hind 
Was to be blinded. 
He forbade the killing of boars 
Even as the killing of harts 
For he loved the stags as dearly 
As though he had been their father. 
Hares also he decreed should go unmolested. 
The rich complained and the poor lamented, 
But he was too relentless to care though all might 

hate him, 
And they were compelled, if they wanted 
To keep their lives and their lands 
And their goods and the favour of the King, 
To submit themselves wholly to his will1. 

To make the forest laws more acceptable, an attempt was made in the reign of Henry I 
to give them historical authority. A code of forest laws was drawn up and assigned to 
King Cnut. This forgery has caused confusion in the past for it has only recently been 
recognized for what it is. 

The twelfth-century author, Richard fitz Nigel, defined a forest in the following terms: 
The King's forest is a safe refuge for wild beasts; not every kind of beast, but those 

that live in woods, not in any kind of place, but in selected spots suitable for the 
purpose. 

He also stated that royal forests were not created in all counties but: 
only in well-wooded ones, where there are hiding places and rich pasture for wild 
beasts, nor does it matter to whom the woods belong, whether to the King or the 
magnates of the realm, the wild animals can nonetheless roam about, free and 
unharmed2. 

Staffordshire was evidently an ideal place for a royal forest. Domesday presents it as 
thinly populated and well wooded. The diagrams drawn by Kinvig showing the locations 
of the Domesday plough-teams and the Domesday population, show no area more sparsely 

1 Laud Chronicle, A.D. 1086, trans, by G. N. Garmonsway, The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Everyman edn., 
1953, p. 220. 

2 Richard fitz Nigel (asc), Dialogus de Scaccario, E.H.D. (English Historical Documents), ii, 1953, ed. 
D. C. Douglas. 
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In 1286 a perambulation of the bounds of Cannock Forest was made 1 2 6. These were 
briefly, the Tame, Bourne, Trent, Sowe and Penk, save for the disafforested area held by the 
Bishop. Fourteen years later another perambulation was made and very different bounds 
given1 2 7. Each hay or bailiwick was delimited and huge gaps left between them. South 
of the Watling Street, no settlements were included in the hays, and the following claimed 
disafforestation on the grounds that the land had been included in the forest after the time 
of Henry I: Bollenhull, Faresley, Tunstall, Over Stonnall, Nether Stonnall, Lynne, Thornes, 
Chesterfield, Aldridge, Rushall, Bloxwich, Great Bloxwich, Shelfield, Bescot, Harden, 
Wednesbury, Walstewood, Bentley, Pelsall, Willenhall, Wednesfield, Hilton, Featherstone, 
Gosebruk, La Hethe, Newbruge, Wormdon, Pendeford, Oxley, Bushbury, Essington, Moseley, 
Shareshill, Little Saredon, Great Saredon, Coven, Brinsford, Great Wyrley, and those parts 
of Hatherton and Water Eaton south of the Watling Street. A note added to the list in 
Latin shows that the claim was admitted so that the forest was then limited to the hays as 
set out. Many of the bounds of the hays can no longer be followed exactly. Where the 
bounds can be traced, some are still parish boundaries. Since it is known which villages 
were excluded from the hays, their areas can be mapped approximately (fig. lb). North 
of the Watling Street, Kings Bromley, Alrewas, Hopwas, Penkridge, Wolgarston, Pillaton, 
Huntington, Kinvaston, Otherton and Rodbaston with part of Hatherton and Water Eaton 
were still in the forest. 

Although the claim for disafforestation was granted, no documentary evidence was 
produced in support of the claim. Instead, the claimants said they remembered the sayings 
of old men and the memory of old perambulations. They were unable to say which districts 
were within the forest at the time of Henry I, though they were sure that their own particular 
districts were not. They did not state when their districts were afforested, only that it was 
after the time of Henry fitz Empress. It is very difficult to believe this claim made by the 
interested parties. There is very little evidence surviving but what there is all points against 
the claimants who were anxious to have their land freed from the forest laws. Sutton Chase, 
south of the Watling Street, was taken from Cannock Forest in 1125, long before the end 
of the reign of Henry I 1 2 8 . No addition was likely to have been made to the forest during 
the time of Stephen and by the ninth regnal year of Henry II, not only was Bentley Hay 
established, but the forester-of-the-fee there had died and William of Rushall was claiming 
wardship of the heir and the office129. If these two areas were afforested it is hard to believe 
that the villages between were not. In the time of William I, the Chief Forester paid ten 
marks annually for his office. At no time was this increased, as might have been expected 
had the forest been doubled in size. There is no record of any attempt to secure dis
afforestation earlier, as would have been possible had the claim been true. One can only 
assume that for some unknown reason or consideration, Edward I, who was preoccupied 
with war rather than with hunting, found it convenient that the claim of afforestation after 
the time of Henry I should be admitted. Perhaps that Staffordshire influence was already 
being felt which, in the reign of Edward III, was to make Sir Roger Hillary of Bescot, a Judge 
of Common Pleas and Sir William de Shareshill, Chief Justice. 

1 2 8 Pleas of the Forest, 1286, S.H.C., V (i), p. 166. 
1 2 7 Ibid., pp. 176-80. 
1 2 8 W. Dugdale, Antiquities of Warwickshire, 2nd. edn., 1730, ii, p. 910. See also Staffs. Assize Roll 21 Ed. I, 

S.H.C., VI (i), p. 290. 
1 2 9 Pipe Roll 9 Henry II. 
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FOOD, FORESTERS, FINES AND FELONS 39 

The Plea Rolls of the fourteenth century show increasing numbers of cases involving 
destruction of woods in these areas then disafforested. Soon even the reduced areas of the 
hays were being attacked, though there seems to still have been the full complement of forest 
officials. Even before the end of the century, seventy oaks are said to have been felled at 
Hatherton 1 3 0. In 1311 an inquisition was held before the Chief Forester, the Riding 
Forester, two foresters-of-the-fee (Teddesley and Cheslyn), eleven walking foresters and 
twenty-four freemen concerning 756 acres of waste at Ogley owned by Robert de Bures 1 3 1. 
It was stated that there was a constant transit of game between Sutton Chase, Cannock Chase 
and the forest so that the land lay uncultivated and unenclosed, and the officers were 
condemned for impeding the cultivation of this waste. The following year a similar 
inquisition found that Gladusa, wife of William de la Pole, was prevented from cultivating 
450 acres at Calf Heath (within the hay of Gailey) by the Chief Forester who allowed the 
King's horses and deer to have access to the land 1 3 2. It was held that the land ought to be 
cultivated and improved and no access allowed to the beasts. The reference to the King's 
horses suggests that a stud had been set up within the forest. 

So the decline continued, the forest gradually ceasing to be of major importance to the 
bulk of Staffordshire people. Fourteenth-century Staffordshire was a lawless place with 
many riots and illegal assemblies133. Strict enforcement of forest laws would have been 
even more difficult than in the previous century. Nevertheless the remnants of the hays and 
rights there lingered on for another three hundred years. As late as 1530 there were still 
quantities of red, fallow and roe deer at Bentley, when the great oaks there were destroyed 
by Henry VIII 1 3 4. In 1564, herbage and pannage, waifs and strays in the hays of Alrewas, 
Cheslyn, Gailey, Teddesley and Bentley were worth £30 1 3 5. The office of foresters-of-the 
fee at Bentley1 3 6 and Cheslyn137 remained hereditary, though subject to dispute concerning 
rights of pasture. Walsall men in 1578 'riotously assembled and burnt down' the house of 
the forester-of-the-fee (Thomas Lane), 'cut down his trees and depastured their cattle on his 
lands'. The forest had been set up by an arbitrary act of the Conqueror, now the remnants 
of it were being destroyed by arbitrary acts of the people 1 3 8. Even then the hays lingered 
on, finally disappearing with the enclosure acts of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

1 3 0 Inquisition, Free Chapel of Wolverhampton, 22 Ed. I, S.H.C., 1911, p. 230. 
1 3 1 Ibid., p. 306. 
1 , 3 Ibid. 
1 3 3 Magnum Registrum d7, S.H.C., 1924, p. 5. A great deal more evidence could be quoted. 
"* F. W. Willmore, History of Walsall, 1887, p. 185. 
1 3 3 Chancery Proceedings, 1564, S.H.C., 1938, p. 65. 
1 3 3 Ibid., p. 83. 
1 3 7 Ibid., p. 88. 
1 3 8 R. Sims, Calendar of the Deeds and Documents belonging to the Corporation of Walsall, 1882, nos. 119, 

220, 257; F. W. Willmore, History of Walsall, 1887, p. 185. 
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40 STONE AXE FOUND AT SHENSTONE, STAFFS 

STONE AXE FOUND AT SHENSTONE, STAFFS. 
J. GOULD, F.S.A. 

IN THE AUTUMN of 1965, Mr. C. H. Foden of Shenstone Hall found a polished axe at 
Shenstone (SK 111065). This was sent to Professor F. W. Shotton, F.R.S. of Birmingham 
University who has cut a thin section from the axe for polishing and examination. He reports 
that the axe will be included in the national survey of stone axes, reference S. St. 20/c under 
Group VII; it is made from granophyric micro-diorite from the prehistoric axe-factory at 
Graig Lwyd in Caernarvonshire. The axe is rather battered and scored (by the plough?), 
it is light-brown in colour and the maximum measurements are 1\ in. long, 3 in. wide and 
\ \ in. thick. 

Other axes from this group have been found in Staffordshire at Weston (SJ 957258)1 and 
Chartley (SK 006316)2. 

1 Proceedings of the Prehistoric Soc, xxv, 1959, p. 139; North Staffs. Journal of Field Studies (NSJFS), ii, 
1962, p. 29; iv, 1964, p. 26. 

1 Trans. North Staffs. Field Club, xciv, 1960, p. 86; NSJFS, ii, 1962, p. 26; iv, 1964, p. 23. 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



LICHFIELD AND SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 
1965-66 

President: H. EBDON 

Vice-Presiden ts: 
M. M. HALLETT 

PROF. H. F. HUMPHREYS, F.S.A. 
THE VERY REVEREND W. S. MACPHERSON, Dean of Lichfield 

W. RICHARDS 
J. N. W. ROBERTS 

THE VENERABLE B. STRATTON, Archdeacon of Stafford 
J. W. WHISTON 

Hon. Secretary: J. GOULD, F.S.A., 307 Erdington Road, Aldridge, Walsall, Staffs. 

Hon. Treasurer: A. A. ROUND, 95 Darnick Road, Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire 

Hon. Editor of Transactions: J. W. WHISTON, 58 Wednesbury Road, Walsall, Staffs. 

Committee: 
J. G. L. COLE 

Miss M. ANDERSON 
Miss H. DICK 

Miss H. MOORE 
M. A. K. PASCOE 

J. P. M. YARDLEY 

Editorial Committee: 
H. EBDON 
J. GOULD 

A. A. ROUND 
J. W. WHISTON 

Hon. Auditor: R. F. DODD 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



PROGRAMME 1965-66 
1965 
May 15 Day excursion to Berkswell Church; Temple Balsall Church; Baddesley Clinton 

(T. Ferrers, Esq.); Hampton-in-Arden Church, The Moat House and Church 
Farm (Prof. H. F. Humphreys) 
Leader: M. M. Hallett 

June 26 Day excursion to Castle Old Fort, Stonnall (J. A. Goodyear, Esq.); Rushall Hall 
(Mr. and Mrs. G. Bird); Little Wyrley Hall (Mrs. E. Wallace); Pillaton Hall and 
St. Modwena Chapel (Lord Hatherton); Bangley Park, site of sixteenth-century 
blast-furnace, and timber-framed cottage (W. G. Adderley, Esq.); Castle Ring 
Leader: J. W. Whiston 

Oct. 1 Annual General Meeting. 
Lichfield Inventories: Miss M. Anderson 
Aldridge cruck cottages: V. F. Penn 
Frejus (Var, France): Dr. J. G. L. Cole 
Croxall, aerial photograph of a deserted medieval village: J. W. Whiston. 

Oct. 14 Civic Evening at King's Hill School, Lichfield. 
Boudicca: Dr. Graham Webster, F.S.A. 
Industrial archaeology in Staffordshire: R. J. Sherlock, F.S.A. 

Nov. 5 Medieval pottery: K. J. Barton, F.S.A. 
Nov. 18 The early iron-industry in Walsall and the surrounding district (with supporting 

exhibition): Geo. R. Morton 
(Open meeting at Walsall Public Library.) 

Dec. 3 Food, Foresters, Fines and Felons. Cannock Forest A.D. 1086-1300: J. Gould, F.S.A. 

1966 
Jan. 7 Excavations at Caves Inn, Warwickshire: Hugh Cameron. 
Jan. 19 Travel Evening at St. Michael's Hall, Lichfield. 

Jugo-Slavia: R. F. Dodd 
Roman Gaul: Miss G. K. Mills. 

Jan. 28 Excavations at Wall (Staffs.): J. Gould, F.S.A. 
(Open meeting at Town Hall, Tamworth) 

Feb. 4 Caldwell Hall, a Manor-house site at Kidderminster: C. I. Walker 
Feb. 18 Food, Foresters, Fines and Felons. Cannock Forest A.D. 1086-1300: J. Gould, F.S.A. 

(Open meeting at Public Library, Walsall) 
Feb. 25 Travel Evening at St. Michael's Hall, Lichfield. 

The changing face of Lichfield: J. M. Sanders 
Egypt: A. A. Round 

Mar. 4 The Geography of Roman Britain: A. L. F. Rivet, F.S.A. 

Mar. 11 Saxon Palaces: P. Rahtz, F.S.A. 
(Open meeting at Town Hall, Tamworth. The Very Rev. W. S. Macpherson, 
Dean of Lichfield in the Chair). 

NOTICES 
Mr. J. GOULD, honorary secretary of the Society, has been elected a Fellow of the 

Society of Antiquaries of London. 
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